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THE MAINSTREAM …
Notes from Executive Director Karen Main
I love this time of year and the comfort it brings! There is much to be grateful for and this
season provides a breath of “fresh air” for me. I keep my office window open to welcome
in the coolness of the morning and the warmth of each afternoon.
Homewood’s 2022 Golf Classic was a great success! After a few days of stormy weather,
the skies cleared enough to give us a beautiful day on the course at Musket Ridge in
Myersville, Maryland. We will announce the “score” very soon of how much money was
raised to support our campus Benevolent Fund.
Homewood’s 90th anniversary celebration and our Taste of Maryland Crab Feast
sponsored by Resident Life Enrichment Endowment Fund (RLEEF) will be Thursday,
October 6. Our Healthcare center and Assisted Living residents will enjoy a special “taste
of Maryland” lunch with an anniversary party in the afternoon. There will be a celebration
at 2:30 p.m. to honor Homewood’s 90 years of service and kick off our afternoon
festivities. Homewood senior leadership and City and County officials will be attending
our celebration which will be shown live on Channel 970. Come out and celebrate!
If you take a walk around Willow Ponds, you will see the
progress with our “Green Barrier” planting along the property
line behind Phases 9 and 10 of the Patio Homes. Thanks to all
residents who helped with research and design of this project.
There will be some additional work completed in front of the
Lodge to enhance the entrance area. And, if you take a walk
around Crumland Farms, there will be trees trimmed and
removed from the creek area along with some trimming of
cattails in the pond. We also plan to get the fountain back in
operation.
Every Saturday since September 1 there has been a Food Truck scheduled at the Lodge to
provide an option for a mid-day meal. I hope that residents are enjoying tasting something
a little different! These meals can be charged to your monthly meal allowance. Many trucks
are offering vegetarian and gluten-free options. Please ask. Here is our schedule for October:
October 1 Jimmy’s Famous Seafood
October 8 Whistle Punk Farm
October 15 Grilled Cheese Please!
October 22 Whistle Punk Farm
October 29 Traditional Authentic Mexican
Join me for our next campus connection on Thursday, October 6.

(Photo by Nancy Hamstead)

Enjoy the Freshness of Fall!
Karen
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER
When I was ordained to ministry, a music teacher gave me a wall
hanging with the famous quote attributed to a German opera house:
“Bach gave us God’s word. Mozart gave us God’s laughter.
Beethoven gave us God’s fire. God gave us music that we might
pray without words.”
Truly music touches all parts of life. I can’t imagine life without
music of various styles and genres. Music is a vital part of worship for congregations,
including our worship community here at Homewood. The Homewood Chapel Choir helps
to lead worship one Sunday a month. The choir director and accompanist are contract
employees who receive a stipend from the Chapel Fund which is supported by the chapel
service offerings.
On the Sundays when the choir does not sing, we rely on volunteer musicians to play for
chapel services. We at Homewood at Frederick have been blessed with talented musicians
on our campus. Over the next couple of months we will be highlighting the individuals
who play piano or organ for our weekly chapel services.
We’ll begin at the end of the month and work our way back
from there in future issues of The Chatter. On the fourth
Sunday of each month, Cindy Elliott plays piano for our
chapel service. I recall shortly after Cindy and her husband
Terry moved to campus, Cindy presented herself at the
reception desk at Crumland Farms, saying, “I have been a
lifelong church musician and want to offer my services to the
chapel.” Those words were music to my ears!
Cindy began taking piano lessons when she was six years old.
Her piano teacher, with whom she studied from fourth grade
through high school, was a church musician, which helped to
lay the groundwork for her future as a church musician.
Cindy majored in music education in college with a concentration in piano and voice.
After graduation she taught music in parochial schools. She taught piano lessons for 22
years, as well as guitar and recorder. She worked as a choir director with children in grades
3-5 and youth in grades 6-8.
Alongside her musician sister Evonne, Cindy served as an assistant choir director and
handbell director, accompanist and assistant organist for 15 years, working with adult and
youth choirs. She worked as a choir director for 22 years. Cindy has served in Roman
Catholic, Methodist and Baptist churches and substituted for various denominations
throughout her career. Each of these experiences has made her a well-rounded and
ecumenical musician!
(cont’d on p. 4)
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CHAPLAIN, cont’d
In addition to her fourth Sunday assignment as chapel accompanist, Cindy plays for
quarterly memorial services, too. She has made several recordings of hymns and seasonal
music which air on Channel 970. Cindy resides at Crumland Farms, which means she is
able to pinch hit in the event of inclement weather. We are grateful for Cindy’s talents and
enthusiasm and her willingness to share her gifts!
--Chaplain Suzanne Morris

ANNUAL BLESSING OF THE PETS SCHEDULED
On Monday, October 3 we will be celebrating our
pets on campus with a Blessing of the Pets. Once
again this year, blessings will be offered at two
locations—at 10 a.m. at Homewood’s dog park and
at 11 a.m. in the courtyard outside of the chapel.
Please note all pets—furry, feathered and finned (and
their caretakers/parents)—are encouraged to
participate as we gather in the tradition of St. Francis
of Assisi, whose feast day is October 4, and who loved all creatures and wrote a Canticle
of the Creatures, an ode to God’s living things. Other pet lovers from the Homewood
community are welcome to attend as well. In the case of rain, this event will be canceled.
RELIGIOUS LIFE COMMITTEE MEETING
The next meeting of the Religious Life Committee will be held on Tuesday, October 4 at
2:00 p.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room at Crumland Farms. All Independent Living residents
are welcome to attend.

WRRA SPECIAL ELECTION TO BE HELD
The Willow Road Residents Association (WRRA) will be holding a special election this
month to replace Roland Hobbs in his position as President-Elect. This position is for a
three-year term: a partial year as President-Elect in 2022-23, followed by a year as
President, then a year as Immediate Past President.
All residents were sent a nomination form with a position description and instructions.
Residents from any neighborhood are eligible to be nominated. Nominations were to
be placed in the ballot boxes at Crumland Farms and The Lodge no later than
September 30. Voting will begin in mid-October and run through October 31. We
thank Roland for his service over many years to the Residents Associations. Contact
WRRA President Bill Weller if you have any questions.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE WRRA PRESIDENT
Fall Colors
I am looking forward to the colors of Fall when the trees change their hues but haven’t lost
their leaves. When Virginia and I moved from the East Coast to the Seattle area, we did
not know how much we would miss those changes as September became October. We
loved the green all around us, but when October came, we had to drive around to find
some areas where there were colorful trees.
The colors of October are the start of other colorful events that
occur in the last part of the year, all the way until New Year’s
Day when we watch the beautiful floats in the Rose Bowl
parade.
In the past month I became a great-grandfather for the first time.
A similar picture with my son (the new grandfather) looks just
like this one. Generations follow one another just as the seasons
do and give us new perspectives.
October this year will also see another change for the WRRA. Roland Hobbs has
submitted his resignation and an election for his replacement as President-Elect is
underway. I thank Roland for his many years of service to the Associations of Homewood
at Frederick. I also look forward to the assistance of a new President-Elect in addressing
the urgent matters for Homewood at Frederick.
--Bill Weller, WRRA President

JOIN US IN THE FIGHT AGAINST ALZHEIMER’S
This year we are again participating in the Frederick Alzheimer’s Walk. You can join
and/or donate to our Homewood Heroes team at www.alz.org/walk and click on “Find a
Team” where you can type in “Homewood’s Heroes.” If you prefer to donate via check,
make the check payable to Alzheimer’s Association and drop it off at the Crumland
Farms or Lodge front desk (when a receptionist is present). If you join the team, you
can walk with us on Sunday, October 9 for the local Frederick walk held at Nymeo Field
at Harry Grove Stadium.
We will be offering a shuttle to Nymeo Field—be sure to sign up on the APP. We will
leave Crumland Farms at 11 a.m. and The Lodge at 11:15 a.m. Return time is
approximately 2 p.m. or when everyone is finished and
ready to leave. The full walk is just under 3 miles, but
you don’t have to walk the full course. For example, you
could walk 10 minutes out and 10 minutes back. For any
questions, contact team captain Sarah Clary at 301-6444294 or saclary@hmwd.org.
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A LIFETIME OF MEMORIES ON THE WALL
One of the most meaningful gifts Fanny
Johnsson ever received was a 60” x 80” fabric
panel depicting all 63 national parks that a friend
surprised her with as a Christmas and birthday
present. As one of our resident quilters, Fanny
immediately knew it would be a labor of love
turning that panel into a very special work of art!
It brought back so many happy memories of time
spent at some of those sites when her late
husband worked for the National Park Service.
Fanny took the panel to the quilt shop she
frequents for help with finding fabric for both the
border and backing. The finished product is now
proudly displayed on a wall in her sunroom.
Fanny had met her husband Bob during the
second summer she spent after high school
working at Isle Royale National Park, a remote island wilderness in Lake Superior. Part of
the state of Michigan, it is only accessible by the large Park Service boat, the Ranger III,
seaplane or private watercraft. Bob was a seasonal employee with the Park Service there
during his college years. The next year, when Fanny returned for her third summer on the
island, she came as a newlywed preparing to live for the summer with her husband on one
of the small private islands in a bare-bones fisherman’s shack with an outhouse and a
generator for electricity. They even had to pump water from the lake for cooking and
bathing. Ah, but young love conquers all!
The couple returned to the mainland at the end of the season so Bob could finish his
Master’s degree. When they returned to the island the following summer, their family was
about to expand to include their first son. As the time for the baby’s arrival drew near,
Fanny opted for the more modern amenities available on the mainland to await his birth.
Bob’s undergraduate degree was in Ecology, with an astronomy background. After
receiving his Master’s, he went to work at Rock Creek Nature Center where he could
combine both interests, then traveled out to Yellowstone National Park for four years
where he served as South District Naturalist. The Johnssons had both a winter home and a
summer home in Yellowstone. Transferring back East, Bob continued with the Park
Service in Harpers Ferry as a naturalist and interpreter in the museum division. He later
retired from that position.
Fanny has some delightful stories to tell of her time as a Park Service wife. But dealing with
the spiders and black flies that went along with primitive island life isn’t among them!
--Barbara Kirk
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MEET YOUR NEW NEIGHBORS
JEANNETTE TODD moved from Walkersville to her
Crumland Farms apartment in August 2022. A native
Marylander, she is originally from the Baltimore area.
After working for a few years at Union Trust and C&P
Telephone, Jeannette became a government employee at
National Bureau of Standards/National Institute of Standards
and Technology in Gaithersburg where she was a travel
specialist for 32 years.
Over the years, she has been active in Catholic Daughters of the
Americas, National Active and Retired Federal Employees
Association and the leisure group at St. Timothy’s Church in Walkersville. Jeannette’s
hobbies include reading and singing in the choir at her church. She has one son, three
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.

JEANNE and RON BANTA joined many
friends living at Homewood when they moved from
Ijamsville, Maryland to a patio home in June 2022.
Natives of Illinois, they have three children, nine
grandchildren and 11 great-grandchildren.
Jeanne has a diverse educational background, having
studied speech, computer programming, art and court
reporting. She worked as a secretary in her church in
Montgomery County, Maryland and for schools in
Martinsburg, West Virginia and Broward County, Florida.
Ron earned a B.S. in Police Science and Criminal Justice from American University and
an M.S. in Police Administration from the University of Maryland in preparation for a
career that included being a homicide detective in the District of Columbia, the Chief of
Police in Martinsburg and District Commander of the Fort Lauderdale Police Department.
He also taught criminal justice at the University of Maryland.
Ron and Jeanne have been active volunteers since they moved to Frederick in 1996. He
gave time and energy to the Sheriff’s Department, the Cold Weather Shelter and the
hospital. Jeanne also volunteered at the hospital as well as Select Seconds and the Literacy
Council. They loved to play golf and were avid travelers, having visited almost every state
and many parts of Europe.
--Barbara Kirk and Leslie Hobbs
Homewood at Frederick will once again hold a Holiday Vendor Sale this year. The date is Thursday,
December 1, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. If you would like to participate as a vendor, please contact Julie Norris
as soon as possible to reserve a spot.
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MEET YOUR NEW NEIGHBORS
DEBBIE ROSS and her Yorkie Sophie moved into their
patio home in January 2022, having left Mt. Dora, Florida in
85-degree temperature and arriving in Frederick where it was
freezing and snowing!
Debbie is a native of Oil City, Pennsylvania. She graduated
from Juniata College in Huntingdon, Pennsylvania with a
B.A. and went on to Valparaiso University in Indiana to earn
her M.A. in Sociology. During her summers, she worked at
Camp Lutherlyn near Butler, Pennsylvania as a counselor and
lifeguard. There she met many lifelong friends, one of whom
ended up years later as a neighbor here at Homewood!
After a stint working for the Oil City School District, Debbie moved to Washington, D.C.
and joined the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) as an IT specialist and policy
analyst, retiring after 30 years. Over the years she studied with a Japanese Master in
Ikenobo Ikebaba flower arranging, helped found the Alexandria Rape Victim Companion
Program, served as an officer in the local Chapter of the National Organization for
Women. She also served as an officer of her homeowners association in southern
Maryland. After moving to Florida in 2012, she served on the Lady Lake Library Board
and volunteered at the library bookstore. She started a women's meditative group in her
neighborhood and a similar women's group at her church where she was also was a
deacon.
Debbie enjoys reading, travel, history, walking her Yorkie, and … shopping! She is hoping
to travel again soon. She arrived at Homewood through the recommendation of her Camp
Lutherlyn friend, Suzanne Schmidt. Who would have guessed back in their Camp
Lutherlyn days that she and Suzanne would reconnect and end up living across the street
from each other 50 years later!!!
--Jacque Janss

CALLING ALL HOMEWOOD AUTHORS!
The Lodge Library is starting a new collection of
books written by Homewood residents. If you have a
book you would like to donate, please give it to The
Lodge receptionist and I will give it a place of honor
on our shelves. We look forward to celebrating your
success!
--Pat Curchin, Chair
Lodge Library Committee
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MEET YOUR NEW NEIGHBORS
BARBARA MASSEY moved into an Independent Living
apartment in Crumland Farms in August 2022 from Damascus,
Maryland because it is close to family and she has friends here.
She was born in Unionville, Chester County, Pennsylvania.
Barbara obtained her nursing degree from Chester County
Hospital School of Nursing and a certification for school
nursing from West Chester State College. She has worked at
Chester County Hospital in the Newborn Nursery, Neshaminy School District in
Langhorne, Pennsylvania as a school nurse and at Friends Nursing Home in Sandy Spring
Maryland.
Five children, nine grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren keep Barbara involved.
Among these, Barbara also counts a foreign exchange student and her four children as
family. Barbara has visited and kept close contact with this family since her family hosted
Maria Lopez from Argentina in 1974-75.
Being active with Meals on Wheels, American Field Service (a foreign student exchange
program) and many church offices has kept Barbara busy. She enjoys Bible study, travel,
Sudoku and crossword puzzles.
--Jacque Janss

HOW DO YOU SAY “BINGO” IN FRENCH?
Recently the French conversation group, which meets twice monthly in The Lodge,
enjoyed a few rounds of Bingo. What made the game special was
that the cards were all with French pictures and words. The six
categories included Les Animaux, La Nature, Le Marche, Les
Couleurs, Les Moyens de Transport and Les Vetements (animals,
nature, groceries, colors, transportation and clothing, for you nonFrench speakers). The one who completed the card first became the
reader for the next round.
The Bingo also elicited some memories from the participants which
added to the general hilarity. This meeting followed upon others where there was a French
cheese tasting, a hot quiche offering and various baked goods. This time around it was
home-made pound cake and apple cider. Everyone thought it was all Merveilleux!

--Lillian Rohe
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MEET YOUR NEW NEIGHBORS
MARILYN (“Mickie”) CHAPMAN moved to her patio
home from the beaches of Delaware. Born in Bedford, Ohio,
she received her B.S. from Miami of Ohio and her M.A. in
community counseling from Hood College.
Mickie was a teacher, guidance counselor and school
psychologist in Montgomery County Public Schools and a
mental health therapist in the Indian River Schools in
Delaware. She had a private practice in Millsboro, Delaware
called Continuing Bonds: Solace for the Brokenhearted where
her professional interests for the past 20 years have been focused on Thanatology which is
the study of death, dying and bereavement. Mickie is a licensed professional mental health
counselor (LPMHC); a certified thanatologist, (CT); a spiritual counselor facilitator and is
certified in advanced grief education. She is interested in providing services to interested
residents who may want support concerning bereavement.
She enjoys reading, politics, spirituality, travel, crafting and wreath making. She often
designs memory wreaths for those who wish to have a treasured remembrance of a loved
one. Mickie also loves animals and misses her pets.
Mickie has one son living in Frederick, a grandson and granddaughter, and one greatgrandson. She says that she is surprised by the growth in Frederick since she has been
gone. Mickie moved to Frederick to not only be near family, but also to have good medical
care. She found Homewood via word of mouth.
--Jacque Janss

THE WOODPECKERS ARE HAVING A SALE!
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 4
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
THE EVENT CENTER AT THE LODGE
Featuring Gifts for Halloween and Christmas
Earrings, barrettes, pendants, necklaces, and jack-o-lantern pins
Coasters … Pull toys … New scroll saw items
Lathe-turned pens and wine bottle stoppers … Cars and trucks
Candle holders, with battery operated tea lights … Simple puzzles
Variety of covered boxes … Bookmarks

At this sale we will accept only cash and checks.
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ALOHA PRESENTS …
Confederate Row in Mount Olivet Cemetery
ALOHA (Active Ladies of Homewood Association) welcomes Gary Dyson, author and
Vice President of the Frederick County Civil War Round Table, to share stories from his
book, Confederate Row, of the Confederate dead buried at Mount Olivet Cemetery and
conscripts in Frederick from 1862-1907.
These veterans and conscripts fought at South Mountain, Sharpsburg, Gettysburg, Cedar
Creek, and other nearby battlefields and later died in Frederick from their wounds. Their
genealogy, battle history, and extent of their wounds are described. As a sequel, Beyond
the Bowie List, is in progress. This will describe the lives of all the known Confederate
dead buried in Maryland that were presumably reinterred at the Washington Confederate
Cemetery from the battlefields of South
Mountain, Sharpsburg, the retreat from
Gettysburg, and some from Early’s
Maryland invasion of 1864 who were not
buried in Frederick.
Mr. Dyson’s book, Confederate Row:
The Confederate Dead Buried at Mount
Olivet Cemetery in Frederick,
Maryland 1862-1907, tells these stories
and will be available for purchase.
All are welcome to attend this program on
Friday, October 28 in the Multi-Purpose
Room at Crumland Farm, starting at 2
p.m. No sign-up is needed.
Ladies, please join us for a social gathering at 1:30 p.m. with dessert and beverages.
Please DO sign up on the APP to ensure enough dessert for all attending. Questions??
Jenny Shull 240-421-6087 or shulljenny@gmail.com.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE FREDERICK
FROM THE AIR?
If so, the Fitness Committee would love to hear from you! We’d
like to head over to the Frederick Municipal Airport and take a
flight. Interested? Contact Fred Broadrup at 301-606-1878.
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OUR DOG YEARBOOK TO THE RESCUE!
Dick Rohe tells us of an unexpected benefit to having Homewood’s Dog Yearbook, a
project he recently undertook and had published for the community. Through doing this,
and being a dog lover himself, he has become quite well-acquainted with Homewood’s
growing canine population.
When a neighbor, John Jorgensen, recently asked Dick if he knew who the owner was of
the little white dog he had seen wandering around loose on Clem Way, Dick immediately
thought of Gracie, whose owners are Elizabeth and Jim Voytuk down the street.
Concerned for the dog’s safety, Dick went to the Voytuks’ door and rang the bell. Oops!
As soon as he heard a dog barking inside, he realized the loose dog wasn’t Gracie. Strike
one.
After that incorrect guess, Dick concluded that the dog had to be Max, who is the constant
companion of Jo Zimmerly over on Homewood Circle. Dick hopped in the car and drove
over there, only to find Jo gardening in the bio-pond, with Max in his favorite position
beside her supervising her work. Strike two.
Then a light bulb went on, and Dick realized that he could refer to his copy of the Dog
Yearbook to identify which residents had small white dogs! After perusing the pages, he
decided the mysterious wandering dog HAD to be Carolyn and
Wade Manning’s Heidi. When he drove over to their home and
inquired as to Heidi’s whereabouts, Carolyn was astonished to
find that Heidi was NOT inside the house where she was
supposed to be! Home run!
Dick hopped back into the car, determined to reunite the missing
pooch with her owner before harm befell her. But first he had to
“think like a dog” and locate her. It was actually fairly easy.
In typical dog fashion, Heidi had sought out the company of her
own kind and had wandered through yards over to the Homewood
Circle bio-pond to fraternize with Max! Now to complete his role
as dog rescuer, all Dick had to do was resolve the dilemma of
catching the dog to take her back home.
But who knew that Dick had the heretofore untapped talent of
being a “dog whisperer”! (Even he wasn’t aware of this!) When he called to Heidi to see if
she would jump in his car, she readily complied. A happy ending for all concerned.
The moral of the story is, not only is the Dog Yearbook a tribute to our community’s love
of dogs, it is also an unexpected resource to identify pets on campus who might decide to
take an unauthorized stroll around the neighborhood!
--Barbara Kirk

(Heidi’s photo courtesy of the Mannings)
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IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN
FOR THE
2022 READERS THEATER
PRESENTATION!
(We call it Readers Theater because we READ the
script since none of us can memorize it!)
Friday, November 4 at 3 p.m.
In the Multi-Purpose Room at Crumland Farms
Come laugh at … and with … your fellow residents!

ANNUAL VOLUNTEER TRAINING SCHEDULED
There is MANDATORY Annual Training for ALL volunteers scheduled this month.
This includes all volunteers who serve on committees, work in the mailroom or Country
Store or library, assist with family visits and activities, etc. We did not do this last year due
to COVID, but you might remember we did in the previous years. Topics that will be
covered include Homewood’s Mission Statement, our Code of Conduct, Do’s and Don’ts
of HIPAA, Nursing Residents Rights and several other topics. Training sessions will be
offered at Crumland Farms and at The Lodge.
Training sessions are scheduled for:
o Wednesday, October 12 at 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room at
Crumland Farms
o Friday, October 14 at 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. in Classroom A at The Lodge
o Tuesday, October 18 at 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room at
Crumland Farms
Please sign up on the APP or call or e-mail Liz Kannenberg to reserve your spot.
Registration on the APP opens on October 1.
Volunteer Training Packets will be available at the Front Desk at Crumland Farms and the
Lodge if you’d prefer to pick up the material and complete the training at home. If you are
a community volunteer and would like a packet mailed to you, please contact Liz
Kannenberg at 301-644-5646 or lkannenberg@hmwd.org. THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU
DO!!!!
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HOMEWOOD
STAFF, WE
APPRECIATE YOU!
The title of the article says it all.
We, the residents of Homewood at
Frederick, wanted to say “thank
you” to the entire staff. What better
way than to have a food truck on
campus to provide a
complimentary meal for the staff.
On Wednesday, September 14, the
Traditional Authentic Mexican
Food Truck was outside the
Healthcare entrance and provided a
choice of entrée, dessert and drink
from six selections for co-workers’
lunch or dinner. Everyone appeared
to enjoy the opportunity to
participate.
The food truck was sponsored by
the Willow Road Residents
Association, Inc. (WRRA) on
behalf of the residents who wanted to let the staff know they are appreciated for their
service and for the care they provide for all of us.
--Shirley Erdmanis and Phil Young, Co-Chairs
(Photos by Shirley Erdmanis and Liz Kannenberg)
WRRA Appreciation Fund Committee
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FIRST PHASE OF GREEN BARRIER COMPLETED

Matt Fiore watering the Arborvitae.

Working together, Homewood management
and residents, along with Barrick Nursery,
created the beginning of Clem Way’s “Green
Barrier.” In June, concerned residents on Clem
Way had reached out to Executive Director
Karen Main asking for some type of “green
screen” along Homewood’s property line to
shield residents from the upcoming
development occurring around them.

After the meeting with residents in June, Skip Stewart, working with the Landscape
Works Group, researched and proposed to management the “Green Barrier” concept as an
effective way to provide an eco-friendly, low-maintenance, green sight and security screen
from the ongoing construction and eventual town houses that will be built in close
proximity to the Clem Way residents.
Skip submitted the design plan to management, and in August the good news was received
that the proposal had been approved and installation would take place after Labor Day.
This “Green Barrier” project is intended to be the first phase of a continuous barrier
between Homewood and the Bloomfield development providing a beneficial screen for
both communities. Tuesday, September 13 was the big day for Clem Way when 95 five- to
seven-foot Arborvitae and six specimen Holly trees stood tall as sentries assuming their
designated positions performing their jobs for the residents of Clem Way.
--Nancy Hamstead

(Photo by Nancy Hamstead)

THIS MONTH’S SAFETY TIPS:
While out walking, watch out for those nasty wet leaves and wear
comfortable shoes with no-skid soles.
Feeling a little off balance? Call our Wellness Director Gretchen Smith 301-644-4256 for
advice.
Stay off that ladder or step stool and request assistance from our Maintenance staff.

And for your travel safety:
Give your car a winter tune up ahead of the season. Make sure you have a windshield
scraper in your car.
When you’re traveling off campus, let others know where you are going and when you
plan to be back.
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INTRODUCING TWO MORE HOMEWOOD VETERANS
Our Homewood Wreaths Across America Committee continues its series on honoring
veterans, featuring Bob Newlin - US Air Force and Art Elgin - US Marine Corps.
Bob Newlin graduated from the University of Montana in 1955 with a degree in
Journalism and a three-year commitment for military service after completing four years in
Reserve Officers’ Training Corps with some financial support. Qualifying for the Pilot
Training program, he entered the Air Force as a 2nd
Lieutenant and earned his Wings after one year of flight
training. Bob was sent to Okinawa, a U.S. Territory after
World War II, and was assigned to the Air Defense program
which tracked mostly Chinese planes flying near the US
Territory.
He recalled that two pilots were always on duty. Often the call
came so fast that they literally had two minutes to take off,
each in their own planes, while talking to the ground crew to find out
where they were going. Bob mentioned that they never had to fire
their rockets as the Chinese planes, also using radar, would turn
around rather than engage their aircraft. He did have a harrowing
experience on his last flight in flight training. He vividly remembers
that when he realized something was wrong, he had to make a splitsecond decision on take-off of whether to push the throttle forward
or to hit the brakes. He applied the brakes which were located over
the fuel tank and flames erupted around him. He was able to escape
the burning plane which he feared could explode any minute. After
completing 2-1/2 years of military service in the Air Force, Bob served another 15 years in
the Air Force Reserves.
Bob’s journalism career began in Hollywood, California as a reporter with the Hollywood
Citizen News where he wrote a column covering Hollywood activities. He noted in an
interview with George Burns and Gracie Allen that George would often interrupt as Gracie
was speaking, much like in their comedy routines. Other career moves included stops in
Lynden, Washington as Editor of the weekly newspaper. He worked in public relations
with General Electric in Richland, Washington and at a facility doing nuclear research for
the Atomic Energy Commission in Idaho Falls, Idaho. With a background in aviation and
field-office-operation experience in public affairs, Bob completed his career with the
Atomic Energy Commission in Washington, D.C. (now the Department of Energy).
Bob and his wife Colleen feel that all veterans should be remembered and have
participated in laying wreaths with the Wreaths Across America program here at
Homewood.
(cont’d on p. 18)
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VETERANS, cont’d
Art Elgin attended Princeton University on a Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps
scholarship with a three-year commitment to serve in the military following graduation.
Graduating in June 1960 with a degree in Chemical
Engineering and commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant, Art
entered the US Marine Corps. After spending his first six
months at Basic School in Quantico, Virginia, he reported to a
battalion at Camp Pendleton, California as a platoon
commander. Six months later the battalion sailed to Okinawa
for a year. While in Okinawa, the battalion spent two months
on ship at Subic Bay, Philippines and one month training near
Mt. Fuji, Japan.
After the battalion returned to Camp
Pendleton, Art was promoted to 1st
Lieutenant and became a company executive officer. While in
California, Art realized how quickly military life can change. He
recalls coming home from the rifle range one evening and being told
the battalion was moving out the next morning. The following
morning, the entire battalion and all of its equipment were transported
to Santa Ana Marine Air Station and loaded onto planes. Art reports
that “when in the air, the battalion was told that we were going to the Guantanamo Bay
Naval Base.” Upon arrival, the battalion was sent to guard the perimeter of the base, and
later the Cuban Missile Crisis occurred. After three months at Guantanamo, the battalion
was shipped through the Panama Canal back to Camp Pendleton.
After completing his active military service in the Marine Corps, Art realized his career
interest was no longer in chemical engineering but in law. He received his Law degree from
George Washington University in 1966. During this time, he was promoted to Captain while
completing three years in the Marine Corps Reserves at the Naval Yard in Washington, D.C.
and Camp Lejeune, North Carolina. Art’s professional career was as an Associate, Partner
and Director for Jackson & Campbell, PC in Washington, D.C. for 51 years.
Art and his wife, Sonja, have participated in Homewood’s Wreaths Across America
program of placing wreaths on the gravesites of veterans in Mt. Olivet Cemetery. He has
fond memories of his best friend, James McElroy, with whom he served in his three years
of active duty, and hopes a wreath will be placed to remember him.
Our 2022 Wreaths Across America campaign began September 6. We have set a goal to sponsor 1,200 wreaths!
Please see our displays in the lobbies at Crumland Farms and The Lodge for forms that can be accompanied by a
check. Or you can donate on-line at www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/MD0295P. For every wreath sponsored,
Homewood receives $5.00 in return. Many thanks to all of you who have participated in the past! We look forward
to another amazing opportunity to “Remember, Honor and Teach.”

--Nancy Hamstead
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COLLECTOR RECOUNTS HISTORY
OF UNUSUAL MONEY
Crumland Farms resident Walt Russell told some interesting
anecdotes about money when he recently shared his
collection of unusual and “funny” paper money during a talk
to residents. Walt has been collecting paper currency (mostly
issued by the U.S.) from the World War II era on, although
he did have a few bills from earlier years like Confederate
money. Some of this collection was procured during his time in the military in Japan and
included several special issue currencies which could be used only on military bases. He
also showed some examples of misprinted and miscut paper bills which are real collectors’
items, as well as ration books from World War II.
Wrapping up his presentation was an interesting display of the things people tried to use
instead of quarters in the laundromats that Walt and his wife Joan owned in California
back in the 1980s. The lengths people went to trying to beat the system was amazing! Did
someone REALLY think that a quarter-size piece of cardboard from a Tide box would get
them a free wash??? Walt says that a few of the tokens and other altered coins people tried
to use were actually accepted by the machines, but most were rejected (or jammed the
equipment).
--Barbara Kirk

OUR SEPTEMBER MYSTERY TRIP TOOK US NORTH
Our second mystery trip took us to Lititz, Pennsylvania which is just north of Lancaster.
Our first stop was at the Sturgis Pretzel Bakery which has been in operation since 1861.
There we learned how the early pretzels were made and even got to make a soft pretzel out
of dough. We were each given a soft pretzel to take with us – but thankfully NOT the one
we made! We learned about the crossed pieces of the pretzel representing the children’s
arms crossed in prayer and the knot representing “tying the knot” in marriage.
After a nice lunch, we ventured onward to the Wilbur Chocolate Shop where we were able
to view the making and dipping of chocolates. Ah, this was indeed “Chocolate Heaven”!
The guide told us that they had made their chocolate “buds” BEFORE Hershey made their
“kisses.” Of course, we know which is the better-known!
The Appalachian Brewing Company was our final stop, where they make their own beers,
ales and sodas. Each table got a BIG soft pretzel to share with two kinds of dips to try—a
grainy mustard and a cheesy ale. After a fun day and with full tummies, it was time to
head home. Wonder where our third mystery trip in October will take us???
--Jacque Janss
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PROPHETIC VOICES: October 17
A Special Series Offered by Homewood’s
Retired Clergy Group
When the word “prophet” is mentioned, often Isaiah or Jeremiah
come to mind. However, there are modern day prophets from whom
we can learn.
Join the Retired Clergy Group as we share in discussions about
modern day prophets. Sessions are offered September through January, on the third
Monday of each month from 10-11:30 a.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room at Crumland
Farms. All Independent Living Residents are welcome to participate.
PROPHETIC VOICES is a special collection of five award-winning documentary films
profiling remarkable religious figures from one of the most turbulent centuries in history.
Through their timeless writings and prophetic witness, they helped shape the contours of
how to create a moral and ethical response to the social and political challenges of their
era. Most importantly, what they left behind is a roadmap for how to faithfully confront
our own issues today.
On October 17, Jim Spiller will convene discussion on An American Conscience: The
Reinhold Niebuhr Story. Reinhold Niebuhr’s Serenity Prayer remains one of the most
quoted writings in American literature. Yet Niebuhr’s impact was far greater, as presidents
and civil rights leaders like Martin Luther King, Jr. often turned to Niebuhr’s writings for
guidance and inspiration on the most volatile political and social issues of the 20th
Century. All are welcome! If you have questions, contact Jerry Fuss at
gfuss827@comcast.net or call 301-378-2134.
FLOOD RELIEF UPDATE
During August we received a special offering to aid those affected by the devastating floods
in Eastern Kentucky. We collected $2,210 which was distributed through UMCOR, the
United Methodist Committee on Relief. Thank you to everyone who contributed!
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